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CIHHAPTER XIX.
Go, Woman!

HEN followed a snilence of a
minute or so, during which
Hhe appeared to be plunged
in a happy eostusy, Bude
donly, however, & nDew

thought struck her and her expres-

plon becama t(he very reverss of
angelic,

“Almost had I forgotten” she sald,

“hat woman Ustans, What 1s she

to Kallikrates—his gervant, or?——

and ahe paused and her wvolce
trembled,

1 shrugged my shoulders. *I un-

éerstand that she ts wed to him ac-

cording to the custom of the Ama.
hagger,” 1 answered; “but 1 koow
not.”

Her face grow dark ns a thunder-

cloud. Old us she was, Ayesha had

not outllved jealousy.

*Then there I8 nn cnd,” she said;

“aha must dle, even now!"
“Nay, nay,” 1 eried, “it would be a

wicked orime, und from a crime
naught comoes but what is evil For
thy own sake do ot this deed”

My b thers Un truth in what thou
domt ray."” whe answerad, "for in some
way It prosseth on my mind, If it may
be, I will spare this wornan; for have
1 ot told thea that 1 am not cruel
for the s of cruslty? 1 love pot
10 ses wuffering, or to cause it. Let
her come before me——quick, now, be-
forn my wmood changes'” and ahs
hastily covered her face with its
BauRy Wrapping.

I passed out into the passage and
called to Ustape.

"1n my lod dead?
i dead.” she cried,
“Nay; ha llves,” 1 answered
hath saved him. Enter”

she slghed doeply, and sntered, and
fell upon her liands and Knees, after
the custom of the Amubhagier peopls,
fn tha presance of the dread She,

“Grand,” sn'd Ayesha, in her cold-
est voice, "and ocome hither"”

Ustane ohe: od, standing before her
with bowed head,

Then camo & panse, which

Oh, eay not ha
“Bhe

rhe

broke.

AW He 18 thie man ™ she sald, point.
irl! to the sleeping form of Leo,

The man is my husband,” she an-
swared, In 4 low volee.

“Who gave bl tu thee for a hus-
band

#1 took him according to the custom
of our country, oh, 8he'"

*Thou hast done evil, woman, In
taking this man, wio is & stranger.
He s not a man of thine own rise,
and the custom fuils, Listen, Per-
chunca thou didst this thing through
fgnormnce; therefore, woman, do
spare thee: otherwise hadst thou died.
JListen again. Go from hence back to
thing own place, and never dare to
apenk to or set thine wycs upon this
man again, Ho is not for three, Listen
a third time. If thou breakeat this my
Jaw, thnt moment thou diest, Go."

Dut Uptane did uet move.

"o, womant"

Then she lo p. and 1 saw that
her fare was torn with plssion,

“MNay, o, She, 1 { not ga' she
apswoered, In oA« oo “T'he
mun s my husonud, and | love him;
T love him, aod L owill not dcave THTH
What right hast thou to make e

@ my husbinnd?”

le:\_\ ¢ I::: moada u movement so swift
thut 1 could scarcoiy follow §t, but it
geamed o o that she Lehitly siraok
the pour girl upon the halr with her
hand, | lous el mt Ustatie’s head, and
then stuggered Ladlp in bhorcor; for
there upon hier hair, Fight Boross her
Lronee-11ko Lreshod, Warh 1aic tiuger-
maorks o wWhite s snow,  As for tha
girl hersolf, she bud put her hands
to hev hoady and wi lobking duzold

o0t heavenst™ 1 sald, perfectly
ghnit at this dee el manifestation
:l’ inhuman power: but she did but

gl on e
m'"t'!-- i b noAtl, paor fenorant f-'nrl,"
she snid o e bawildered woman,
et 1 havoe o ppwoer o Y. Buay:
there Hes o micvor:" and ahe polntd d
"u Lo round shasing-glass thut had
Sean  Lrranpged by Job with other
thines wion his portmanienn. YCHive it
ta thie womnn, wmy Holly, and let her
gee that which les weross her hindr,
and whethivr of no 1 dive power to
.liyp!- wed up the gliss and held [t ba.
foro U'stanc's cyes  She garmd, then
gelt it her halr, then Eured ugain, and
then sank upon the ground with a
port of sob,

“WNow wilt thon go, or must T strikes

pocond tme?' aslied Ayesha, in

, "“Sce; 1 buve set my weal
npen thea an that T mny know thes

SHE
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1l thy hatr s all ae white a8 . IT
| wem thy faca hare afsin, h-&.ln.
1hat thy bones aball seon be

than my mark upan thy hate” |

Ltterly awed and hroken down, the
poor creaturm ross. and crepl from
the poom, sobiAng bitterty,

That nieht | passad in Lao's roem,
bt ha sept throarh it ke the dead,
havar ones Mirring

Then | awoks much refreshad. At
Jamt the hour drew pear Al which, se-
cording to Ayeaha, Leo wan 1o awaka,
and with It eame Bhe hersell, as usual,
walled,

“Thon ahalt ses, Holly” she sald;
“pressntly sh 1l ho awake In e right
mind, the fr.er having left Mm."

Hardly «ore the words out of her
mowth when Leo turned round and
piretehed  out his Arma yawned,
opened his eyas, and percelving & fe. |
male form bending over Mm, thraw
hin armm round her and kissed her,
mistaking her, perhapns, for UUstane:
becnuae, next minute, ha eatd, in
Arnhie, "Halloo, Ustuns, why have
you tied your head up like that? have
youu got the toothachat' and then, i,
Engliah, "l say, I'm awfally hungry.
Why, Jub, whera the deuce bave we
gol to now—eh?’

“I am sure | wish 1 knew, Mr, Leo,” |
sald Job, edging rusplciouwly past,
Ayesha, whom he stil] regarded with
the utmost disgust and horror, being '
by no means anrs that ahe wua not an
animatrd ocorpse; “bul you mustn't
talk, Mr. leo; you'wve hean very Il
and given us a great deal of hanxiety;
and If this lady,” looking at Ayesha,

“would be so kind as to move, I'll

Thia turnad Leo's attantion to the
“Iady," who waa standing by In per-
fact sllence. “Halloo!” he muid; “that
Is not Ustane—where 18 Ustane?’

Then, for the first time, Ayesha
spoke Lo hire, and her first words
wore a lle, “She has gone from Henoe
upon & vimt,” she mald; “and, behold,
I am here as thine hand-maiden”

On the following day Leo got up,
almost satirely recovered, After he
hoad eaten a hearty breakfast, we nd- |
Journed into Hhe's presence

Bhe was, ns usunl, seated In what
for want of a botler torm we enlled
her boondolr, and, on the enrtains
being drawn, she rose from her couch
and, strotching out bath hands, cames
forward to greet us, or rather Len:
for L, ap may be Imagined, wous now |
quite left in the cold.

“CGiresting  to  thea, my young
stranger lord.” she said, in her soft- |
est voles, "Right glad am [ to ses
thes upon thy feet. Helleve mae, had
I not maved thee at the last never'
wouldst thou have stood upoa thoss |
faot agaln. But the danger is gone, |
and It shall ba my care”’—and she'
flung a world of meaning Inte the
words—"that it doth never return!|

ll-“
l.ea bowed to her, and then, in h!n!
best Arable, thanked her for all her
kindnean and courtesy in caring for
ona unknown to her,

"Nay." she answered, softly, ™l
could the world spare such & man,
Beauty s too rare upon it. Glive ms
no thanks, who am made happy by
thy coming."

CHAPTER XX.

“Give Me a Black Goatl”

11F. convarsation after this
was of such a desultory
order that 1 do net quite
recollect it. For some rea-
mon, parhaps from & desire
to keep her ldentlity and character
in rescrve, Ayesha did not talk
freely, as she usually did. Presently,
however, ahe Informed Leo that she
had arranged a dance that night for
our amusement. The dance was to
be held in the open alr, on the amooth
rocky plateau in front of the great
cave, and thither we made our way.
Ablout fiftesn paces from the mouth
of the cave we found thres chairs
placed, and herg we sat and walted,
for as yet no dancers wers to be
seen.  The night wes almost but not
quite durk, the meon being not risen
as yolt, which made us wonder how
wa should be abie Lo ses tha dancing.

“Ihou wilt presently understand,”
sald Ayesho with a little laugh, when
Leo aoked her; and we certaluly did,
Bonrcely wera the words out of her
mwuth when trom avery polat we saw
Aurk forms rushing up, bearing with
them what wue at first took w be
enorimous flaming torches. Whatever
they were, they were burning furl-
ouely, for the flames stood out for a
yard or more behind ench other. On
they cae, fifty or more of them,
looking ke devlls from hell, with
thelr lwming burdens, loo was the

[ frat to discover whuat these burdena

wers,

“Groat Hoaven!” he shouted; “they
are corpsca on firel”

1 stured, and stared again. He wua
perfectly righty the torchies Lthat ware
to light oup entertainment wore bu-
wan mummics from tho caves!

Noro Hiuminated his gardens with
lve Christlang soaked in tar, and we
wers now treated to a similar apec-
tacle, probubly ror the first tinie since
hus diay, only happily our lumps were
not Living ones,

Sudderly a greal, powerful woman,
whom | had noted ns one of the most
vigaorous of the dancers, came, made
mad and drunken with unholy exclle-
meant, bounding and Singgering to-
witrd us, shrieking out an she came:

“) want & black goat; 1 must have
a black goat; belng e o black goat!™

and down she fell upon the rocky
flone, fooming and writhing.

Ingta nily mioat of the dancers came
up, amd got round her, though some
still econtinued thelr capers in the
baukground,

*“Hhe hop got o Devil,” sung out one
af them  “Hun and get & hiack goat,
There, Davil, Beep qulet <Keep gulst!
Yo shall have the gont presontly,

They have gono to tetech §t, Devil”
And o on, till the goa!, taken from
a neighboring Kraal, Akl at last ar-
rive, hoelng dragged blesting on to the
scene DY 1ta LOrna
“"The goat! the goat! the gont!
me the blood of my black poat!™
At this moment & tercifled bah!
announeed that the poor goat had
been siucrificed, and the next minute
v woman ran up with a saueer full
of the Ligud Thia the posscgsnd
epeature, who was then raving nnd
fonming  her wildest, aéized nnd
drink. and wan inn’ antly rosovered,
I thought the epteriainment (ulg)
wis now over, and, fecling rather
quenr, was About to ask SBhe If we
could risn, when suddenly what at
first I touk to be a babhoon came
Lapntage rannd the fire, and wan In.
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I Lae, mtanding therm allva 1o Las Iying
lleu. And, and coud sne fa differ.
ahem, agiagpl porhag that tha tedy
wtt 1he wier bisiaed o)der Foeature for
[ fentyrm thay meara (e g, syan doen
1'« tha srop of littia golden curls,
which was Leo's coomt Wi Omamon
Iln AUty

1 turnsd to gea *hat affact was pro.
| dueed upan lLeo by this sight of hie
I.“""' self, and found 1t ta ba ona of
partinl stupsfaction. Ha stond for
twa of Shres rfiinutes  starlng  and
snld mothing, and when at ianst he
ke It wan only o sjaciinta

“lover 1t up, and tuks me away”

“Nay, walt,” anid Ayssha. “Walty
1 would ahow thes something, that no
tittie of my orits shall ba hidden from
thee., Lo thow, ob, MHolly, vpsn the

srment on the breast of tha dead

ikritas, for perciania my lord
may fear to touch Rimeelf

1 obeysd with trembling handa
Presontly his broad chesl was bare,
and thers upon It right over the
heart, ll: s wound, evidenmtiy iadi-
cated with & spear,

“Thou seest, Kalllkrataa,” ahe sald,
“Hahold, It was | who alew thes. In
the place of 1ife I gave thas death.
1 alaw thes becauss of the Eyxyptiam
Amenartas, whom thou didst love
Thou wsesst this body which was
thine own For all thess centuriee
it hath been my comfort and
my comnpanion, but now | nesd it ne
more, for 1 have thy Uving
ence, and It ean but sarve to stir up
momories of that which I had fain
forget. [.at it thersfors go back to
the dust from whioh I kept it

“Pehold! I have prepared
this happy hour!™ and going to the
other shaif, or stons ladge, whioch, she
snld, bad served her for & bad, she
took from it & largs vitrifiad doubls-
handled vase, the mouth of which waa
tied up with a bladder. This she
loossd, and than, having bant down
and gently kissed the whita forehead
of the dend man, abe undid the vase,
and aprinklesd Its cuntents carefully
over the form, taking, I observed, the
greatest precautions agalnatl any dru:
of them touchiung us or hersalf, an
then poursd out what remaluned of the
liquid upon the chest and head. In-
stuntly & dense vapor aross, and the
cave was filled with chokdng fumes
that preventsd us from seeing any-
thing while the dsudly meld (for I pre-
sume it wAs some tremendous prepa-
ration of that sort) did its work. ¥rom
the spot where tha body lay came a

etaniy met upou the other mide by &
lon, or riathur & human baing dressed
fn n llon's skin, Then came a goal,
then u man wrapped in an ox's hide,
with the horns wobbling about in o
Tudirerous way., After him followed
& blesbolk, thean an impala, then a
koodoo, then more ta, and many
other animals, including & ¥irl sewn

up in the shining, scaly hide of &
boa-constrictor, several yards of
which trulled along the ground be-

hind her. When all the ta had
collected they began to dance about
in a lumbering, unnatural fashion and
to imiate the sounds produced by
the respective animals they repre-
eented, till the whole alr was alive
with ronrs and bleating and the hias-
ing of snakes, This went on for a
jong tima, till, gotting tired of the
pantomime, I asked Ayesha if thers
would be any objection te Leo and
myselt walking round to inapeot the
human torches, and as she had noth-
ing 10 MRy inst 1 we atarted,
ntriking ro to the laft. After
looking at one or two of the flaming
bodles, we were ahout to return,
thoroughly disgusted with the gro-
tesque welrdness of the apeotacle,
when our attenion was attracted by

one of the dancers, & l».'lrllcul.l.rl{ a0~
tive loopurd, that had soparated lteelf
from ita fefllow Leusts and was

whisking about in our Immedliato
neighborhood, but gradually drawing
into & spot where tha shadow was
darkest, equi-distant bhotween two of
the flaming mummies. Drawn by
curiosity, we followed it, when sud-
denly 1t dnrted past us into the shad-
ows beyond, and as 1t did so erected
itaelf and whispered, “Come,” In a
volee thal we both recognized as that
of Ustane, Without waitl to son-
sult me, Leo turned an followed her
{nta the outer darkne.s, and 1, feel.
ing alck enough ut heart, went after
them, The leopard crawled on for
wbout Nfly paces—a suflelent dls-
tance to be gulte beyond the light of
the fire and torches—and then Leo
cama up with it, or rather with
Ustane,

“Oh, my lord,"” I heard her whisper,
“gn [ nave found thee. lasten! | am In
peril of my life from ‘She- who-mnust-
be-obeyed,’ Burely the Haboon has
told thee how sho drove me [rom
thee? | love thee, wmy lord, and thou
art mine accerding to the eustom of
the country. 1 saved thy lite, My
Lion, wilt thom cast me off now?"

"0Of course not,” ejaculuted Leo. I
hiave been wondering whither thou
hadst gonoe, let us go and explalo-
matters to tha queen”

“NAY, ndy; she would alay us, Thou
knowost nut her power, the Haboon
there, he Knowsth, fur he saw, Nay,
there is bul one way; f thou wilt
cleave 1o me, 1thou must flee with me
acrosys the inarabes even uow, and
then perchancs we may escape”

YFor heaven's suke, Leo 1 began,
but she broke in.

“Nay, bsten not to him, Swift—be
swift; death ls in the alr we breathe.
Kven now, mayhap, She hearath us'
and without more ado, she procecded
to back her arguments by throwing
herself into his arins, As she did so
the leopard's head siipped from her
hale, [ saw the threa white fingor-
marks upon i, gleaming faindy in the
stariight, Once more realizing the
desperite nature of the situation, 1
was almost about to Interpose, for
| knew Lhat Leo wias no! Loo strong-

minded whern wormoen we eancerned,
whens==oh, horror—I[ hey a Mttle wile
very laugh behind me, I turned

round, and there woas Bhe horself, and
with her Hillali and two male muten,
1 woasped wnid  nearly sank to the
ground, for I knew that such a situn-
tlon must result in some dreadful
tragedy. As for Ustane, she untwined

Yar nemn and eaverc hor eves with

her hands, whils Leo, not knowing the
full terror of the position, merely

eolored ug, and looked us silly as &
man caught in such a trap would nat.
urally do.

CHAPTER XXI.

Triumph.

HEN followed a moment of
the most painful wsilence
that | ever endured. It was
broken by Ayesha, who ad-

dresesd herself to Leo.

“Nay, my lord and guest,” she sald
In her softest tones, which yet had
the ring of atesl about them, “look
not s0 bashful. Hurely the sight was
& pretty ome—the isopard and the
Uoni"™

“Oh, haag It all!" sald Leo in Eng-
lish,

“And thow, Ustans," she went on,
“surely 1 ahould bave passed thee by

bad mot the light fallen om the white
across thy balr, Weill welll the

dance ia the bave
burued down and sl things end in
durkness and in wshes, Bo thou
thoughteat it a fit time for love,
Ustatie, my servant—and L dreaning
not that I could be disobeyed, thought
thee wlready far away.”

“Play with me,” moaned the
wreiched woman; "slay me, and let
there be an end.”

In due course we gained Ayeaba's
boudoir. Bhe addressed |'atane,

“Hast thou aught to say, woman'?
Thou sllly straw, tbou feather, who
didst think to foat toward thy pas-
slon’s petty ends, even agninst the

eat wind of my willl Teoll me, for

fain would understand, Why didst
this thing?"

“1 did it, oh, quesn,' she answersd,
drawing herself up to tne full of her
stately helght, opu throwing back ths
puntber skt o ber bead, "bDocause my
love is slronger than the grave,
ten; | know it thou dost love this
man thyself, and thercfore wouldst
tnou destioy me who stand across thy
path. Mine heds, and though thy heau-
ty shine like & sun among the stars,
wilne shall he remaln for thee, sever
herea upon this earth shall he louvk
thee ln the eyes and call thee wife
Thou, tov, art doumed, I sce''—and
her volce rang llke the cry of an ln-
spired prophetess; “ah, 1 seo—"

Then came an answerlng ory of
mingled rages and terror. 1 turned
my head., Ayesha had risen, and was
standing with her outstretched hand
pointing at Ustane, who hiad suddenly
stopped gpeaking, | guzed at the poor
woman, and an [ gazed thero grow
upon her face that same wolul, fixed
vxpression of tervor that 1 had seen
once before when she hud bruken out
Into her wild chant. Huer eyes grew
large, her nostrils dilated, and her
lpa blanched.

Aycsha said nothing; she made 1o
sound, she only drew Therself up,
stretched out her wrm, and, her tull
vellod frame quivering like an anper
leat, appeured to look fixedly at her
viotim, KEven as she did so Ustane
put her hands to her head, uttared one
plarcing scream, turned round twice,
nnd then fell backwnrd with s (hud
prone upon the floor, Both Lea and

lun. sy

myself rusiied to her—she was stone
dead—binsted into death by some
inyslerious age or overwhelinl
will-force whereof the dread Bhe
command,

For a moment Leo 4id not quita
realizs what had happened. Hut when
he did his face was awful to see, With
& savage oanth he rose from bealde the
corpee, and turning, literally sprang
at Ayesha. But she had been walch-
ing, and seeing hiin cotuing, stretched
out her hand again, and he cume stay -

ring back toward me, and would

ve fallen had 1 not éaught him,
Aftarwnrd he told me that he felt as
though he had guddonly recelved a
viclent blow In the chest, and, what
18 more, cowed an though all the man-
hood had been taken out of him,

Then Ayesha spoke. "Forgive me,
my guest'” sle snid, softly, addressing
him, "“4f I have shocked thes with my
Justioce."

“Forgive thee, thou flend”
poor Leo, wﬂa.rln_gahu hande i his
rage and grisf{—"forgive thes, thou
r‘n'lﬂmamll By heaven, I will kill thee

can!

“Nay, oayl"” sbe answered. In the
samae soft volce, “thou dost not under-
stand—the (ime has come for thee Lo
lewrn. Thou art my luve, my Kalll-
krates—my Beautiful, my Strong!
For two thousand years, Kalllkrates,
have 1 wallod for thes, and now at
length thou hast come back to me;
and as for this woman,” pointing to
the corpse, “she stood betwesn me and
thee, and therefore I bave rewmoved
her, Kalllkratos.'

“It \s un sccoursed llel*
1eo,
am Leo Vincey; my ancestor was
Kalllkrates—ut least 1 belleve he
'nll

“Ah, thou sayest it, thines ancestor
was Kalllkrates, and thou, aven thou,
art Kadlikrates oome back—and ming
own dear lord!”

“I hate thee, murderess, and I do
not wish Lo ses thesa. What s It to me
how fair thou art? 1 hate thee, |

“Yet, within a very littla space shalt
thou creep to my knee, and swear that
thou dost love me,” anawered Ayesha,
with & sweol, niockiog laugh, “Come,
there Ia no time like the present time;
hers, betors this dead girl who loved
thee, let us put It to the proof,

“"Look now on me, Kalllkrates!" and
with & sulden mouon she shook her

auzy oovering Lrom her, and stood

orth in her low kirtle und her annky
zons, In her glorious, radiant beauty
and her Impertul grace,

“Oh, hravions!” gesped [eo; *“art
thou & wumen "

“A wonisn In truth—Iin very truth
—and thine own spouse, Kalikrotes!"
rha answered, wstrelchiogy out her
rounded ivory anmas toward him and
rmilling, wh, so aweotly!

"It 1 have minned, let my heaauty
answer for my ain. If | have slonsd
It ia for iove of thee; let my ain,
therefore, be put away and forgot-
ten;” and oence more whe stretched
out her arms and whisperad, *Come,”
and then in another fow seconds It
wis over, | naw him struggle—| saw
him evan turn to fly; but her eycs
drew him wsironger than iron bonds,
und the magic of her beauty and cone
contrated will and passlon entered
into him and overpowsred him,

“"Ferchance thou dust not belleve
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sorsamed
“My name 18 not Kallilcrates! [

iny word, mmu-—rm
thou thinkest that 1 do deluds thee,
and that I have not lived thess many
years, and that thou haa pot been
born mgain to me. Now will | show
thea, and thee also, my Holly, who
dost mtand staring thore aas n1h
of A& truth thou hadst taken root In
thia unkindly seoll,
you & lmp, and follow after me
whither I shall lead ye."

Cloinr to the end of her “boudodr”
she ralssd & curtain and revealed &
Hitle mtair of the sort that was so
common ia these dim eavea of Kor,
As we hurried down the stair 1 ob-
perved that the steps were worn In
the cenitre ¢ such an extant that
some of them had been reduced from
saven nnd & half inches, at whioh I
musimed thelr original height, to about
thros and & half. At the bottom of the
ntalrcnse 1 stood and starsd at the
worn steps, And Hhe, turning, saw mae,

“Wondereat thou whoss ars the fost
that have worn away ths rook, my
Holly?' shs naked. *“HBehold! they
are mine—even mins own MHght feet!
I can remember when the stalrs were
fresh and level, but for two thou-
nand years have 1 gone down hither
dny by day, and ses, my sandals huve
worn ont the salid rook™

Ayesha entered the tomb (for It
was & tamb), and wn followed her—
I. for one, rejolcing that the m.rurr
of the place was about to be claared
up, and yet afruid to faos Its solution.

CHAPTER XXII.
The Dead and Liring Meet,
'Y EHOLD ths place where
1 huve slept for these
2,000 years" sald Aye-
shi, taking the lamp
from Leo's hand and
holding it above her head. I'a rays
fell upon a littie hollow In the foor,
where 1 had seen the leaping flame,
but the fire waas out now. They fell
upon the white formn stretched there
beneath Its wrappings upon ita bed
of stone, upon the fretted carving of
the tomb, and upon another whelf of
stone oppoxite the ons on whioh the
body lay, wnd soparated frowm it Ly
the breadth of the cave,

“luere,” went on Aysahs, laying her
hand upon the rock, “liere have |
wslopt night by night for wll these gen-
erutions, with but & cloak to cover
me., It d4ld not bemcome me that |
should |le soft, whon my apouss yon-

* and she pointad tu the rixid
“lay stUT in death, Here nijpit
uy night hinve 1 slopt In his cold
company, till, thou asccat, this thick
plab, like the atalrs down whioh we
pasaxd, has worn thin with the toss-
ing of my form—so faithful have 1
been to thes even In thy epace of
sleep, Kalllkrates, And now, niy love,
thou shalt ses & wonderful thing—
living, thou shalt behold thyscif dead
for well have I tended thee during ull
thiwe years, krutesa, Art thou
prepared 1

We made no answer, but gased at
ech other with frightens! eyes, the
whule scene wus so dreadful and so
polemn,  Ayesha advanced wnd Ludd
her hand upon the ecorner of the
phroud, and once more spake,

He not affrighted,” she sald,
hold now, let the dead and
mert!™

Wih o mudden motion she drew tha
whroud from the wold form, and et
the lump-MEht play upon it. 1 looked,
and then shirank back terriflel.  For
thers, stretchad upon the stone hier
hefore us, robed tn white and perfetiy

pressrved, was what o to ba
e bndy of Ton Vinray 1 stared from

T
Nving

ferce Oszing oracking sound,

*which osasnd, however, before the

fumes he ) cloared away. At last t
were all xone, excapt & Hitle cloud,
whioh atill hung over the corpss, In
& couple of minutas more this, too had
wvanished, and wobdorful as It may
ponrn, It Ia & fact that on the stobe
benoh that had luﬂwrtq! the mortal
remaine of the anc/pnt Kalikrates for
80 many centuries thers was now
nothing to be asen but a few handfule
of amoking white powder. Ayssha
ptoopad down, threw it Into the alr,
suying at the sane time, in & voloe
of calm solemnity,

“Dust to dust!—the past to the past!
~ths dead to the dead! Kallikrates
is doad, and i» born again!™

The ashaes floated nolssleasly %o the
rocky floor, and we stood in awasd
allence.

"Now leave ma' she mald, *“and
slosp If yo may I must watch and
think, far to-morrow night we go

hence, and the time ls | sinoe I
w."

trod the path that we must

CHAPTER XXIII.

Job Has a Presentiment.
T was § o'vlook on the fal-
lowing morning when Job,
who etill looked scared

and frightened, came to
call on me,

*It ydu won't think me very fool-
ish, I should l'ke to say something
Lo you,” he began, “and that la that
1 know it s the lust country ga ever
1 shall sea in this world, [ had a
dream lust night, and I dreamed
that 1 saw my old father, with a
kind of night shirt on him, some-
thing Uies thoss folks wear when
they want to he in particular full
dress, and a bt of that feathery
grass In his hand, which he may
have gatliered on the way, for I saw
lote of 1t yesterday about three hun-
dred yards from the mouth of this
be.ngu CAYa,

U JobS s mald to me, solemn ke,
and yet with a kiod of satisfuction
ahining through him, *Job, thme's up,
Job; but I never dld expect to have
to ooms and hunt you out in this
‘ere plnoe, Job. duch ado as 1 have
had to noas you up; It wasn't frinndly
1o glve your poor old father such a
run, let alone thint a wanderful lot of
bad characters holl from this place
Kor_..' rh

"Come, soma, Jobh" 1 aald, serloysly
“thin Is all nonpenne® i

YNo, wir," answored Job, in & tone
of convictlon that jJarred on me une-
pleasantly, "It isn't nousense, 1'in
dodmed man*

Hiltall  Informed um that 1t was
Bhe's plansure that we shogld walt
upon her and accordingly wo entered
her presenoe,

Wo were, an usunl, shown in by the
mutes, and aftur thoma had rotired
Avesha unvelled anl oncs more hade
Leo embraecs her, which, notwith.
standing his hoart senrchinegs of the
previous nigh!, he Md with more
nlanrity and forvor than In strictness
courteny riqulred,

Hha lald her white hand on pla
head and looked him fully in the
oyen, “Domt thoy wonder, my Killi
heaten” she antd, “whan thou shalt

call me all thins own,
shall of a truth he
and to ono annther?
Pirst, must thoy ba even as | am

not immortal, Indemd, tor that an 1
not it wo cancd Ahied rdenel
against the attneks of Tirme *hit hils
arrowas shiall gluinees from the armor
of thy vigorous life as the sunboams
glance froom iter. As yet Tanay not
mata with thee, for thou and are
Aiffarant, and the very hrightness of

and whnn we
for one another
I will tell thee

wndeved how many puliing haman
gtories Tie hilden behind hospital wwalls?

I
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Enter Into

my Peing wauld Bara h
peErehar LT LR el
ot he ol beyoand sadaranna,
thim wary aveping shall ws #art
henca, and by to.morrow's dark, W
Al goen well, and the rond 18 ot i.-
1o ma, which | pray |+ may not he,
phall we siand In the place of L4
Aand theu shalt bathe in the fire,
rome forth glorified am hn man evep
wans hafora thea; and then, Nall.
Rratas, shalt thow eall ma wife aod
1 will eall thea hushand™

Ioo uttered momething In answsy
1o thin antoninhing statament; | don't |
know what: and sha (sughed a Hitle
at his confumion and wen! on!

"And thou, too, oh, Molly; on
alen will [ confar this boon, and
of a fruth shat though be an evels
green trea”

CHAPTER XXIV.

steapping out sharply across
cultivated plain.

Next day the mutes awole us be-
fors the dawn.,

In five mMinutes more We Ware onoe
more on our way. L] m L] i
with such good will that by 2 a'uloe:
in the afternoon we wars at the fool
of the vast wall of rock that formed
::?a":o?‘tm. wlﬂc:no. and which at

nt tower up precipitousl
Above us for fifieen hundred or tw:
thousand feet. Hers wo halled.

“Now,” suld Ayesha, ws she ('a.
scendod from her litter, “doih our
Jabor but commaence, for hers do we _
part with theas umen, sod hercefor-
ward must we bear ourselves:” and
then, addressing Hiilail, "do thou and
these slaves remalin here, and abide
our . Hy to-morrow at the mid-
“'n." bs wilh thes; It not,

“And this man, oh. Holly!™ i
Hhe, polntiag to Job; “beat is it that
he should tarry also, for If tia hea-t
be not high and his courags grest,

hance some evil might o ‘artnge .

im. Also, the secrets of the ,.ace

ﬂlt}.mnmulmtwu‘mn

:

3
2

shadow of ths opposite
some other cause—the gloom

At the moment I could not
what sbn meant. How could more
Hght than there Was ever come to
this dreadful spot? Whila [ wae still
debating in my mind, suddenly, Hke
i groat aword of flame, 4 beam from
the seiting sun piorcod the Styglan .
¥loom, and smots upon the polnt of
rock wherson we lay, lNluminating
Ayesha's lovely form with an un-
sarthly aplendor, 1

And now, by this ray of light, we'
anw  what lay bufore us  Within
sloven or twelve fest of the very tip
of tha tonguellka rock whareon we
lay there arase, prestpably from the
far bottom of the gulf, a sugar-loaf
shaped cons, of which the summis
was exactly opposite to us. On the LU
of this summit rested a tremondows
Hiat stons This hilge boulder was
nothiag more or less than o glrantio

rocking stone aconrately  boalanced
upon the odegs of the cone or minins.
tuare crater, Jikoe a4 bBalf-crown on the
Fitn Oof & o legiANs: Pl the flarcg
Heght that played upon 1t we could
moan |t osclllating in the pusts of wind,

“Quick!" sd Aveatia: Yrhe plank-e
wo must cross whileghe Lght endureas

"

presently 1t will be e

I pushied the plank on ta Avasha,
and slie trod lighti firmly across
the frall bridge, and in another see-
onil was standing «ufe upon the heavs
ing #tone. In ancther tnstaat §
Wi on that horribile, narrow, bends
ing plank with hottomless spm9
bepeiath and arcind  me [ grony
diaey. wnd it soer to me that 1 wis
talltng, and my delght at Anding my-

stone, which
me like & boat

self sprawling upon Lh
rose and foll beroatn

1 b omswell, cutnoet be expressed In
waords,

Then eame Loo's turn, and, though
he ooked rather guesr, e CAIDG
AdFoms Like A lancer.

And now K] 1:b remained
on the furth v of the gulf, He

rept up to Lh Koand yelled outy
“Locan’t du It o» I shall fall lote

that beastly place,
“Cotmie. be & b, Job' reared Leop
"t's gquite wasy.”
(T's Be Continued )




